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Sewing Partial Quilt Seams with Kelly Ashton

FOR FINISHED 
BLOCK SIZE CUT CENTER SQUARE CUT FOUR 

RECTANGLES

4½" 2" x 2" 2" x 3½"

6" 2½" x 2½" 2½" x 4½"

7½ " 3" x 3" 3" x 5½"

9" 3½ " x 3½" 3½ " x 6½"

10½ " 4" x 4" 4" x 7½"

12" 4½" x 4½" 4½" x 8½"

13½ " 5" x 5" 5" x 9½"

15" 5½ " x 5½" 5½ " x 10½"

Bright Hopes Block Size Chart 
Note: Kelly demonstrated piecing 
the 9" finished Bright Hopes Block. 
The 9” finished block is a good size 
for getting acquainted with partial 
seams, as there is ample room on 
the center square to end the initial 
partial seam when beginning to 
piece the block and when resuming 
and completing the partial seam 
when finishing the block 
construction.

FABRIC

Note: Amounts listed are for non-
directional fabrics and no fussy-
cutting. If you're using direc-tional 
fabrics or wish to fussy-cut, you'll 
likely need approximately 1½ 
times as much of those fabrics.

Bright Hopes Block
• Large scraps so that you can 

cut one 3½" (8.9 cm) square 
from one fabric and four 3½" x
6½" (8.9 cm x 16.5 cm) 
rectangles (each cut from four 
different fabrics OR two each 
from two different fabrics)

FABRIC
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BRIGHT HOPES BLOCK 

Piecing the Bright Hopes Block 
Cut the following:

•

•

Center square: one square, 
3½" x 3½" (8.9 cm x 8.9 cm) 
Outer rectangles: four 
rectangles, 3½" x 6½" (8.9 cm x 
16.5 cm) using either 4 
different fabrics or 2 
rectangles from each of two 
fabrics

1

3

4

2

Lay out the fabric pieces as shown.

1. With right sides together (RST),
align rectangle 1 on top of the 
center square, as shown. Sew 
from the top raw edges to the 
midway point of the length of 
the square. Backstitch 2-3 
stitches at the end of the seam, 
indicated by the dot. Finger 
press the partial seam toward 
the rectangle.

Begin seam here by 
backstitching 
2-3 stitches at the dot.
The square is underneath 
the rectangle, RST.

2. Open the pieced unit as
shown. The length mark 
indicates the section of the 
seam that has not yet been 
stitched.

1

3. With RST, align edges and sew
rectangle 2 to the previously 
pieced unit. Stitch the entire 
seam. Finger press the seam 
toward the rectangle.

2

4. With RST, align edges and sew
rectangle 3 to the previously 
pieced unit. Stitch the entire 
seam. Finger press the seam 
toward the rectangle.

3

5. Fold the unstitched portion of 
rectangle 1 up and out of the way, 
exposing the right upper corner 
and the entire remaining side of 
the center square. With RST, align 
edges and sew rectangle 4 to the 
previously stitched unit. Finger 
press the seam toward the 
rectangle.

6. Now fold the unsewn section of 
rectangle 1 RST with rectangle 4. 
Insert the machine needle where 
the backstitching of the original 
partial seam ended. Backstitch 2 
stitches, then finish sewing the 
seam. Press all seams.

1

3

4
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CALCULATIONS

PARTIAL SEAMS

Calculating Block Frame or Quilt Border Lengths for Partial Seam Applications
To calculate cut length size of the frame piece for each side of the block or quilt, the equation is:

Finished Length of the Side + Finished Width of the Frame + ½" (1.3 cm)

Example No. 1: Framing a Square Block
The unfinished block size is 8½" square, making the finished size 8" (20.3 cm) square. You want to add a 
3" (7.6 cm) wide finished size frame to the block.

8" + 3" + ½" = 11½"

Since you're working with a square, all four sides are the same length, therefore, cut all four frame 
pieces 3½" x 11½" (8.9 cm x 29.2 cm).

Note: Use the Partial 
Seam technique from 
Lesson 1 to apply the 
frame around the 
block.

Each frame piece is cut 3½" x 
11½"

The unfinished block now 
measures 14½" (36.8 cm) square.

8½" x 8½"

Example No. 2: Adding a Partial Seam Border Treatment to a Rectangular Quilt:
The unfinished size of the quilt top before borders is 40½" x 60½" (1 m x 1.5 m). You want to add a double 
border to the quilt top. The cut width of the outer border is 5½" (14 cm); the cut width of the inner border 
is 
1½" (3.8 cm). Therefore, the unfinished width of the double border (once the border strips are pieced 
togeth-er) is 6½" (16.5 cm).

To figure how long to cut the border strips for the top and bottom of the quilt: 

40" + 6" + ½" = 46½"

To figure how long to cut the border strips for the two sides of the quilt: 

60" + 6" + ½" = 66½"

For the top and bottom borders:
• Cut two outer border strips, 5½" x 46½" (14 cm x 1.2 m)
• Cut two inner border strips, 1½" x 46½" (3.8 cm x 1.2 m)
• Piece them together to create two double border strips, 6½" x 46½" (6.5 cm x 1.2 m) for the 

top and bottom of the quilt.
• Press seams toward the darker fabric.
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CALCULATIONS

Outer Border Strip Pieced Together With an Inner Border Strip

For the two side borders:
• Cut two outer border strips, 5½" x 66½" (14 cm x 1.7 m)
• Cut two inner border strips, 1½" x 66½" (3.8 cm x 1.7 m)
• Piece them together to create two double border strips, 6½" x 66½" (16.5 cm x 1.7 m) for the sides of 

the quilt.
• Press the seams toward the darker fabric.
Using the partial seam technique, apply the double border strips to the quilt top. This unfinished quilt 
top with borders now measures 52½" x 72½" (1.3 m x 1.8 m)
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My Notes

To see more great projects and helpful 
quilting guides like this, and to watch 
exclusive quilting videos, make sure to 
visit us at www.nationalquilterscircle.com. 
Improve your quilting skills and join our 
community to share in the love of quilting!

Want more fun projects and
helpful Quilting tips?


