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Knitting blankets is a goal of many yarn crafters. They make great gifts for baby and wedding 
showers and can add lots of pizzazz to your own home décor. Blankets can be knit in many sizes, 
with a nearly endless number of possibilities for stitch patterns. Let’s explore blanket sizes as well 
as yarn and needle requirements for your next masterpiece!

Blanket Sizes
The size of a blanket can vary from designer to designer. Here is a general guide for blanket sizes for 
your next project:

Really, you can’t go wrong making a blanket of any size, but if you’re looking for a specific size, this 
is a great guide to follow.

Yarn & Needle Requirements
The amount of yarn that you will need for your blanket will vary greatly based on the size of the 
blanket as well as the stitch type. For example, a stitch pattern that has a lot of cables is going 
to take more yarn than a simple knit and purl pattern. The blanket pattern you choose will tell you 
exactly how much yarn you need for that specific blanket. 

However, if you find a stitch pattern you like and you want to try to turn it into a blanket yourself, 
here are general yarn requirements for blankets. Remember, this is only a starting point—you may 
need more or less yarn depending on your gauge/needle size and stitch pattern(s)! 
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When it comes to the knitting needle you want to use, keep in mind that the blanket is going to get 
pretty heavy as you knit it, especially if you are knitting a larger blanket. Circular needles are your 
friends! The weight of the blanket sits across the cable, not on just one straight needle, making the 
knitting much easier on your hands and wrists. 

You can find circular needles that come in longer lengths (like 47” or even 60”). If you have an 
interchangeable knitting needle set, many of them come with cord extenders that allow you to 
attach multiple cords together to make an extra-long circular needle. 

Stitch Counts
So, you’ve found a stitch pattern you love, but how many stitches should you cast on? It all comes 
down to your gauge. A swatch will help you figure out the exact stitch count you need. To calculate 
how many stitches to cast on, the math is simple:

sts per inch × desired width of blanket (in inches) = number of sts to cast on

For example, if you wanted to make a sport weight car seat blanket with a width of 36 inches, and 
your gauge swatch gave you 6 stitches/inch, you can calculate your stitch count as follows:

6 sts/in × 36 in = 216 sts

This is just a starting point though and is only an approximation of the number of stitches to cast 
on. Take a look at your desired stitch pattern to figure out the number of stitches in the pattern 
repeat. 

You’ll also need to consider if you want a few stitches on each side to create a border. Once you’ve 
collected all that information, you might end up with a cast on that is 214 sts, or even 224 sts. This 
will change the blanket size slightly, but you’ll know you need to be in the ballpark of 216 sts.

Let’s say your stitch pattern is a multiple of 10 sts and you want a border on each side of 8 sts. You 
would calculate your stitch count as follows:

216 sts – 16 border sts = 200 sts remaining for stitch pattern

Then, 

200 sts for stitch pattern ÷ 10 stitch repeat = 20 pattern repeats worked each row

Using that initial equation, here are approximate stitch counts based on the common gauge for the 
yarn weight. Again, your best bet is to knit a gauge swatch and work out the math yourself. 

Looking for some blanket patterns to get started on? Check out these beauties from our website. 
Happy knitting!

•	 Easy Knit Baby Blanket by Mary Beth Temple
•	 Tamazya Blanket by Meghan Jones
•	 Slipped Stitch Blanket by Jen Lucas 

https://go.knittingcircle.com/a31027/
https://www.theknittingcircle.com/product/tamazya-blanket/
https://www.theknittingcircle.com/post/knitting-for-a-cause/
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My Notes

Want more fun projects 
and helpful crafting tips?

To see more great projects and 
helpful guides like this, and to 
watch exclusive crafting videos, 
make sure to visit us at 
www.craftsy.com. Improve your 
skills and join our community!


