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TECH 
TIP 

If you’re mixing paint 
types or suppliers, apply 
primer and top coat to 
a piece of scrap metal 

to make sure they 
don’t react.

C hips in your classic’s paintwork are 
an annoying inevitability. These may 
range from a few stone chips on the 

bonnet to a ugly rash down the side if you 
car’s lived a hard life or is regularly 
subjected to winter road gritting. 

Gaps in the paint will fester if they’re 
ignored. One answer is to strip and repaint 
entire panels – which is either time-
consuming or expensive, depending on 
whether you do it yourself or delegate it to 
a professional. But what if your classic is 
a much-loved daily hack? You want to 
preserve it, but you’re not too fussy about 
whether the repairs are invisible. 

Here’s a method that will stop rust 
advancing and allow you to quickly repair 
damage without major expense. Once the 
necessary materials are bought, they’ll last 
indefi nitely. You probably won’t even have 
to resort to masking tape, let alone worry 
about overspray. It’s not the prettiest way 
to go about things, but it’s very e� ective 
means of preservation. As long as the 
touch-up paint colour matches well, it’ll go 
unnoticed by the casual observer. 

We’re using synthetic enamel paint, which 
is also good for brushing across larger 
areas, such as the length of a sill. The primer 
coats well, but at least two top coats will be 

How to repair paint 
chips and rusty scabs
Touch up your damaged paintwork and stop corrosion in its tracks 

needed. It dries slowly. Cellulose paint dries 
much more quickly, but is harder to apply to 
large areas by brush. Don’t put a cellulose 
top-coat onto a synthetic primer – it’ll react. 
Two-part epoxy primers are often 
compatible with any top coat system. 

YOU WILL NEED…
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EQUIPMENT Knife blade, drill 
and attachments, small brushes, 
abrasive paper, rust remover, rust 
converter, primer, topcoat. 
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Ed says…
Spray aerosol paints into the 
cap and allow the solvents 
to evaporate a little and 
the paint to thicken 
before applying by brush. 

ED HUGHES  TECHNICAL WRITER
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2 Dress rusty metal 
A Dremel-type grinding tool’s good for small 

areas. Larger areas: a polycarbonate wheel in a drill 
is perfect, but beware of scratching the surrounding 
paint. Wire brushes tend to polish rust, not remove it. 

3 Remove rust 
Acid-based rust removers such as Jenolite are 

toxic and corrosive. Take note of the recommended 
health and safety measures. Water-based types 
such as Bilt Hamber Deox-Gel are just as e� ective. 

1 Remove loose paint 
Start by removing loose paint around the 

initial damage with a knife blade. You might end up 
with a larger area than you bargained for. Keep going 
until you’ve outrun the patch of rusty metal. 

5 Apply primer 
When cured, coat the repair with a good 

primer that’s compatible with your top coat. We’re 
using synthetic enamel paint for both. Thin it with 
white spirit if necessary, but do a small quantity only. 

6 Second coat 
If the original paint coat is thick, add a second 

primer coat if to build up thickness. Top coat is 
generally very thin when fully dried. For small repairs, 
stated drying times can be reduced a little.

4 Apply rust converter 
A rust converter will create a tough and inert 

polymer layer over the area. Apply with a brush 
according to the instructions. Most will take three to 
24 hours to cure fully, depending on the weather.

2 Apply top coats 
Thin a small amount of top coat so it coats 

evenly without blobbing (too thick) or running (too 
thin). Brush on and allow to dry. Cellulose and acrylic 
dry rapidly. Allow at least an hour for synthetic.

3 Finish top coat 
Apply further top coats until no primer is 

visible through the paint. After it’s cured (a week or 
more for synthetic) you can rub it down and/or 
polish it to blend in with the paint surface. ■

1 Rub down primer
Carefully rub down the cured primer with 

P400 wet-and-dry paper. If necessary, use masking 
tape to prevent scratching the adjacent paint. Don’t 
rub through the primer – just key it for the top coat.

TECH 
TIP 

Wipe o�  excess 
from surrounding 
paintwork while 
it’s wet – it sets 

rock hard.

TREATING DAMAGED AREAS 

TOP-COATING AND FINISHING

TECH 
TIP 

Don’t rub it down 
if the original 
paint is very 

thin. 

TECH 
TIP 

If the original paint 
is thick, treat the 

primer a little 
like fi ller.


