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Finished Size
Each hot air balloon is 6” [15.5 cm] tall and 7” [18 cm] 
circumference at base.

Materials
• 160 yards [148 m] total of worsted weight yarn in 

Main Color (for baskets; 40 yds [37 m]/piece)
• 240 yards [220 m] total of worsted weight yarn 

in Contrasting Color (for balloons; 60 yds [55 m]/
piece)

• US Size 5 [3.75 mm] circular needle, 32” cable or 
size required for gauge

• 1 locking stitch marker
• Yarn needle
• Scissors
• Poly-fil stuffing or preferred stuffing material 
• Hardware for baby mobile

Gauge
18 sts & 32 rnds = 4” [10cm] in Stockinette st, in the rnd

Pattern Notes
Project calls for a long circular needle, which is used 
to knit this project using the magic loop method, which 
is what is demonstrated in the video. You can also 
use whatever needle configuration you like for small 
circumference knitting (i.e., double-pointed needles, two 
circular needles, etc.). 

Baby Mobile Hardware Used: https://www.amazon.com/
dp/B08Z736BF8

Yarn Used for Baby Mobile Shown: Red Heart Super Saver (100% acrylic; 198 g/7 oz, 333 m/364 
yards) in the colors Dusty Grey (Main Color for Basket), Turqua (Contrasting Color for Balloon), and 
Pretty in Pink (Contrasting Color for Balloon)

Abbreviations

approx: approximately
CO: cast on
CC: Contrasting Color
dec: decrease(d)
inc: increase(d)
k: knit 
kfb: knit into the front and back 
of the same stitch
k2tog: knit two stitches 
together
MC: Main Color
p: purl
rnd(s): round(s)
st(s): stitch(es)
WS: Wrong Side
yo: yarn over

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08Z736BF8
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08Z736BF8
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Instructions (Make 4)
With MC, leaving approx 8” [20.5 cm] tail, and using the circular CO method, CO 9 sts.

Basket:
Rnd 1: Knit all sts.
Rnd 2: [Kfb] around—18 sts.
Rnd 3: Knit all sts.
Rnd 4: [K2, kfb] around—6 sts inc; 24 sts total. 
Rnd 5: Knit all sts.
Rnd 6: [K3, kfb] around—6 sts inc; 30 sts total. 
Rnds 7 & 8: Knit all sts.
Rnd 9: Purl all sts. 

Rnd 10 (Form Purl Ridge): [With right needle, pick up purl bump on WS (inside) of next st, 2 rows 
below, and place on left needle, knit this stitch together with next st on needle] around—30 sts.

Rnds 11 – 22: Knit all sts (12 rnds total).
Rnd 23: Purl all sts.
Rnds 24 & 25: Knit all sts.
Rnd 26: [Yo, k2tog] around. 
Rnds 27 & 28: Knit all sts. 

Rnd 29 (Form Picot Ridge): [With right needle, pick up purl bump on WS (inside) of next st, 5 rows 
below (this is the st above the purl rnd of Rnd 23), and place on left needle, knit this stitch together 
with next st on needle] around—30 sts.

Cut MC, CC will be used for remainder of project.

Balloon:
Rnds 1 – 8: With CC, knit all sts.
Rnd 9: [K4, kfb] around—6 sts inc; 36 sts total.
Rnds 10 – 12: Knit all sts.
Rnd 13: [K5, kfb] around—6 sts inc; 42 sts total.
Rnds 14 – 16: Knit all sts.
Rnd 17: [K6, kfb] around—6 sts inc; 48 sts total.
Rnds 18 – 27: Knit all sts (10 rnds total).
Rnd 28: [K6, k2tog] around—6 sts dec; 42 sts remain.
Rnd 29: Knit all sts.
Rnd 30: [K5, k2tog] around—6 sts dec; 36 sts remain.
Rnd 31: Knit all sts.
Rnd 32: [K4, k2tog] around—6 sts dec; 30 sts remain.
Rnd 33: Knit all sts.
Rnd 34: [K3, k2tog] around—6 sts dec; 24 sts remain.
Rnd 35: Knit all sts.
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Weave in ends. Stuff piece with Poly-fil stuffing. Slightly overstuff the piece as 3 more rnds will be 
worked.

Rnd 36: [K2, k2tog] around—6 sts dec; 18 sts remain.
Rnd 37: [K1, k2tog] around—6 sts dec; 12 sts remain.
Rnd 38: [K2tog] around—6 sts dec; 6 sts remain.

Break yarn, leaving approx 8” [20.5 cm] tail. With tapestry needle, thread tail through remaining sts 
and pull snugly to close and weave in remaining end. 

Finishing
Weave in remaining ends.

Cut a piece of CC yarn matching the balloon you are attaching to the mobile approx 20” [51 cm] in 
length. Thread onto tapestry needle and draw through the top of the hot air balloon, ensuring that 
the two ends are equal length. Tie and overhand knot with the yarn, drawing the knot down to the 
top of the hot air balloon. Use ends to secure to baby mobile hardware. Trim any access yarn ends. 
Repeat for each balloon. 

In mobile shown, the pink balloons are hanging approx 7” [18 cm] down from hardware. The blue 
balloons are hanging approx 3” [8 cm] down from hardware.
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My Notes

To see more great projects and helpful 
knitting guides like this, and to watch 
exclusive knitting videos, make sure to 
visit us at www.theknittingcircle.com. 
Improve your knitting skills and join our 
community to share in the love of knitting!

Want more fun projects and
helpful knitting tips?


